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Abstract: 

Lal Chandan, commonly known as red sandalwood, has been prized for centuries for its unique 

fragrance, medicinal properties, and cultural significance. This paper aims to analyze the global 

market value of Lal Chandan, exploring its applications in various sectors, market trends, demand-

supply dynamics, and challenges. With increasing awareness of its benefits and growing demand 

in cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, and traditional medicine, the market for Lal Chandan continues to 

evolve. This paper provides insights into the market landscape, pricing trends, and the future 

potential of this valuable resource. 

1. Introduction: 

Lal Chandan (Pterocarpus santalinus) is a type of sandalwood native to India, particularly found 

in the southern states. Unlike the more commonly known white sandalwood (Santalum album), 

which has faced significant overexploitation, Lal Chandan has gained attention for its deep red 

color, therapeutic properties, and rich aroma. Traditionally, it is used in religious ceremonies, 

traditional medicine, skincare products, and for ornamental purposes. 
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The increasing global demand for natural and sustainably sourced products has significantly 

contributed to the rise in the market value of Lal Chandan. However, the trade of this species is 

under scrutiny due to environmental concerns and regulations aimed at preventing illegal 

harvesting. 

Historical Context 

Traditional Uses 

Historically, Lal Chandan has been used in various cultural and religious practices in India. Its 

wood has been carved into various figurines, and its essential oil has been utilized in perfumes and 

incense. Recognized for its cooling properties, Lal Chandan is also employed in traditional 

Ayurvedic medicine. 

Economic Importance 

In recent decades, the economic value of Lal Chandan has increased significantly, attracting 

attention from various market sectors. The establishment of laws and regulations concerning the 

sustainable harvesting of sandalwood adds complexity to its market dynamics. 

Market Dynamics 

Demand and Supply 

The demand for Lal Chandan is driven primarily by the cosmetics, pharmaceutical, and 

aromatherapy industries. Factors contributing to the increased demand include: 

1. Rising Awareness: A growing awareness of herbal and natural products among consumers 

has led to increased interest in Lal Chandan. 
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2. Cultural Significance: In many cultures, Lal Chandan is integral to rituals and is perceived 

as a symbol of purity and spirituality. 

3. Medicinal Uses: The use of Lal Chandan in Ayurvedic practices boosts its demand, 

especially in regions where traditional medicine thrives. 

Supply Constraints: The supply of Lal Chandan is limited due to several factors: 

1. Deforestation and Habitat Loss: Unsustainable harvesting practices and deforestation 

have reduced the availability of natural resources. 

2. Regulatory Measures: In response to unsustainable practices, governments and 

international organizations have implemented regulations, which can restrict supply. 

3. Slow Growth Rate: Lal Chandan trees have a long growth cycle, taking several years to 

mature, which means that replenishing supply to meet demand can be challenging. 

Global Market Trends 

The global market for Lal Chandan is experiencing a noticeable rise, driven by: 

1. Market Growth: The global essential oils market is projected to grow significantly, with 

Lal Chandan essential oil being a sought-after product. 

2. Luxury and Niche Markets: High-end cosmetics brands and luxury goods manufacturers 

are increasingly incorporating Lal Chandan into their products, further boosting its market 

value. 

3. Sustainable Practices: There's an increasing trend toward sustainability, with brands and 

consumers prioritizing ethically sourced materials, which can add to the perceived value 

of Lal Chandan. 

Market Valuation 
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Current Market Value 

As of 2023, the market value of Lal Chandan has seen substantial growth, with estimates 

suggesting a market size of several hundred million USD globally. The price per kilogram can 

vary widely, depending on factors such as quality, sourcing practices, and market demand, with 

premium products fetching significantly higher prices. 

Price Trends 

Over the past few years, Lal Chandan prices have fluctuated due to changes in supply dynamics 

and global demand. Factors affecting pricing include: 

 Quality: Higher quality wood and oils command better prices. 

 Sustainability certifications: Products that are certified as sustainably sourced tend to 

have higher market valuation. 

 Market Speculation: Due to its limited availability, speculative trading can influence 

prices, leading to volatility. 

Challenges in the Market 

Despite the growing demand, the Lal Chandan market faces several challenges: 

1. Regulatory Challenges: Stringent regulations can lead to difficulties in sourcing and 

selling. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES) has placed restrictions on the trade of certain sandalwood species. 

2. Environmental Concerns: Unsustainable harvesting and deforestation contribute to the 

decline of Lal Chandan populations, leading to increased scrutiny from environmentalists 

and regulators. 
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3. Economic Pressures: Fluctuating economic conditions, including the impact of global 

economic downturns, can affect market demand and supply dynamics. 

Future Outlook 

The future of the Lal Chandan market is promising, given the rising global demand for natural and 

sustainably sourced products. As consumers continue to lean towards herbal and organic options, 

the value of Lal Chandan may rise. Moreover, innovations in sustainable cultivation and harvesting 

practices could enhance supply while preserving this valuable resource. 

The potential collaboration between government bodies, NGOs, and the private sector to promote 

sustainable practices is crucial for the longevity of the Lal Chandan market. There is an increasing 

call for transparency in sourcing and fair trade practices, which can significantly enhance market 

integrity and value. 

2. Conclusion: 

Lal Chandan holds significant global market value, driven by its diverse applications and cultural 

significance. However, the market is fraught with challenges, including regulatory scrutiny and 

environmental concerns. As demand continues to grow and sustainable practices gain traction, the 

market for Lal Chandan is expected to flourish, assuming stakeholders invest in sustainable 

sourcing and practices. Given the evolving consumer preferences towards natural products, Lal 

Chandan is poised to continue its legacy as a valuable resource in the global market. 
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