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THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL CREED AND INCONGRUITY IN THE
NOVELS : SALMAN RUSHDIE

1Vinod Kadam ABSTRACT

‘Research Scholar The Indian diaspora in time spans a period from the 1830s to the

Deptt. English Literature present time and in space covers over a 100 countries. There are
Jiwaji University over 25 million Indians in diaspora today and it is the largest
Gwalior diaspora after the Chinese one. Included in this diaspora are those

who were displaced in the 19th century in the colonial period when

Paper Rcevied date they were taken as indentured labour to other British and even
05/02/2025 French colonies. They were transported across the Kala Paani, the

Paper date Publishing Date black waters of the oceans, in ships and by self-definition call

14/02/2025 themselves the 'jahajis' today. By the end of the 20th century the

DOIL term 'diasporic' in the context of Indians had expanded to include

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14876515

the 'cyber coolies', i.e., IT professionals who hefting their laptops

on their shoulders also crossed the Kala Paani, but this time in jets
rather than in jahajs, to work as 'outsourced labour' in companies
around the world which need their expertise.

I. Cultural Creed Definition and Aptness in today’s
world

Intermingled in these categories are also the professional and
academic diasporas, which began also in the colonial period and
IMPACT FACTOR continue to this day. To problematize matters further we now have
a breed of global Indians who set up shops big and small-around

5.924

the world and trade in commodities, small and heavy industries and
buy and sell huge corporations. These include the Tatas, the

Ambanis, the Mittals, the Bhatias and many others who in real and
virtual spaces live and trade across borders. The global Indian is
basically an economic creature who might have roots and homes
in many countries around the world.

Keywords: Diaspora, labour, countries, shoulders, colonial
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However, it is the transnational Indians who also like the global Indians live across borders and are of
greater interest to diaspora scholars as they are the ones who exhibit diasporic traits that span a wider
spectrum than that offered by the global Indians. It is the transnational jet-setting, country-hopping Indians
who set up homes, albeit temporary and partake of the spaces of the more settled older diasporics, in those
spaces. They are the ones who also like the older diasporics, more often than not, politicize and
problematize their lives in literature and cinema. They are also the ones who have one passport, but in
sequential order, more than one residence permits, in more than one country. The more rooted NRI
diaspora might still for various reasons cling to their Indian passports but have a residence permit, a green
card, in only one country. They too are celebrated in cinema and literature by those of their own kind.

It is, in my opinion, quite interesting and even necessary to try and categorize these different Indian
diasporas, at least for the sake of academic and research rigour as some researchers when confronted with
a variety of diasporic Indians tend to collapse them all into one catch-all category the Indian diasporic.
This then becomes as hegemonic and misleading as the other umbrella term, now much critiqued if not
reviled - I refer to the term 'postcolonial.

It is important to find the right definitions and categories for the diaspora, it is also essential to historically
contextualize these diasporas. The jahaji or indentured diaspora had begun when the British Empire had
spread its tentacles around the globe and the red stain of imperialism had leaked into diverse land masses.
Indian labourers and then entrepreneurs followed the Union Jack from the Caribbean islands to Fiji and
from Canada to South Africa. Thus were established 'little Indias', now inhabited by second and third
generation persons of Indian origins who the Indian Government today calls Pravasi Bharatiyas. Among
this group are also the diasporics of more recent postcolonial origins. The Indian diapsora today is larger
than the entire population of some nation-states. As India is a multicultural, multilingual, multiracial and
multi-religious country. The Indian diaspora too displays all these traits. It speaks different languages
Hindi, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi, Tamil, etc., and worships at different altars - Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and
Christian.

India celebrated the first Pravasi Bharatiya Divas on 9th January 2003 - 9th January in 1915 being the day
on which one of India's most celebrated diasporics had returned home after more than 21 years in South
Africa, the reference being to Mahatma Gandhi. This celebration has now become an annual feature. It is
instructive to note here that it is not mere nostalgia that has inspired the mandarins in Delhi to celebrate
the Indian diaspora. As Lord Meghnand Desai has said, 'its hard-headed business sense' ('Big Fight',
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NDTYV 24x7, 10 January 2004) that has probably driven the Indian Government machinery in the direction
of granting PIO and OCI cards to these Pravasi Bharatiyas.

This diasporic population has political and socio-economic importance, not only in their new lands but
also in India, due to the direct and indirect economic investments they make here. The diasporic Indians
have been performing another important role - they have been imaging India to the world. Being away
from the land of their ancestors, they have experienced the loss of self, by writing of this experience they
hope to regain this self. However, this exercise often comes into conflict with the more rooted Indians and
their perceptions of India.

The earlier generation of diasporic Indian writers included men like V.S. Naipaul, the Nobel laureate in
literature, who has had and continues to have a rather stormy relationship with the land of his ancestors.
The more recent among the writers of the Indian diaspora are Salman Rushdie, M.G Vassanji, Bharati
Mukherjee and Rohinton Mistry, among many others. They too are alternately lauded and reviled in their
ancestral homeland. This marks not just the ambivalent relationships these writers have with the
motherland but also the feelings of acceptance and rejection manifested towards them by India herself.
This is not surprising as prodigal sons or daughters are often resented for their betrayal of their parental
home - by having left it - as they are loved for sometimes returning to it or displaying a continuous
attachment to it despite the thousands of kilometres and the long years that stretch between their old and
new worlds.

As for the fact that the diasporic Indians located as they are in the West and hence have easy access to the
Western publishing houses and media, often becomes a matter of concern regarding their imaging of India.
There is a feeling in the old homeland that their imaging of India is often not the one contemporary India
might want projected to the world. The matter of the diasporic time warp is raised in this context and at
times even their very right to the history of the old land., As Rushdie has put it, "the migrant is at times
resented for having fulfilled the dream that the stay-at-homers have also dreamt - 'they have flown'. So
when this migrant, this diasporic person writes about his/her old land there are shouts of 'Outsider!
Trespasser! You have no right to this subject! Poacher! Pirate! ... You with your foreign language wrapped
around you like a flag: speaking about us in your forked tongue, what can you tell but lies?" To this charge
the diasporic writer might reply, "Is history to beonsidered the property of the participants solely? In what
courts are such claims staked, what boundary commission's map out the territories?"!

The colonial Indian diaspora had its predecessors in the pre- colonial Indian diasporas which may be called
the 'maritime diaspora' and the 'caravan diaspora'. The former originated from around the eastern and
western coasts of India and spread out to countries across the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. This
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was a trading diaspora, which also carried with it Indian culture and religions such as Hinduism and
Buddhism, and dates back at least 2,000 years. The caravan routes which went from the northwest of India
to Central Asia and from there to Europe, resulted in the caravan diaspora. The caravan trade routes were
active from the 13th to the 16th century A.D. and like the maritime diaspora, spread Indian culture,
religions, languages and peoples across trajectories.?

India was colonized by European countries such as Portugal, England, France, the Netherlands beginning
the 16th century. The colonial Indian diaspora, however, began only in the 1830s, and is mainly restricted
to British India, although the French too transported labour from its Indian possessions to other parts of
its empire. The British colonial Indian diaspora, sometimes forcibly and at times voluntarily, dispersed a
sizeable chunk of Indian peoples throughout its other imperial outposts. This diaspora was sparked off by
the official end of slavery in the British Empire, when Indian peasants were transported to the Caribbean
and the Fiji islands to fill the gaping holes in the workforce on sugar plantations there. Indian labour was
also used to construct railways and roads in Africa and to work in the rubber and tea plantations in
Mauritius, Sri Lanka and Malaysia. Robin Cohen? calls this the 'labour diaspora'. This diaspora was meant
to replace slavery with cheap labourfrom the colonies. However, there was a difference between the
indentured labour from the colonies and the black slaves.

The indentured labourers could not be bought or sold like the slaves and at the end of their contract period
had to be given a free/sponsored passage back home or given an opportunity to be re- indentured with a
promise to be set free at the end of their renewed indentures. Though as V.S. Naipauls has noted, very few
of the Indians taken to the Caribbean took the passage back home - for most Indians the journey to Trinidad
'had been final'. It is possible that after having lost caste by crossing the ocean - Kaala Pani, the black
water the mainly Hindu indentured labourers would have been reluctant to return home and live as
outcastes in their villages.

Although for the indentured labour diaspora return home was almost always impossible and the new land
became 'home', the notion of 'homeland' that was nurtured from generation to generation was always India.
For the indentured labour diaspora which did not have access to modern transport and technology and
which was more often than not illiterate, the one 'memory text' they had was the Ramayana that someone
in the transported group had carried with him to the new land. The Ramayana with its tale of Ram in exile
struck an obvious chord in the breasts of the transported labourers, who saw themselves in exile like Ram,
banished from their homelands due to reasons ranging from poverty, to caste atrocities, to indebtedness
and to widowhood in the case of the women. Banished they were but as the critic Brij Lal has said they
retained not just the values taught by the Ramayana, loyalty, obedience, fealty but also often re-created a
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version of India their own imaginary homeland in the new socio-economic, cultural and political order,
through which they continued to perceive Indias even after more than a

hundred years. Also in this diaspora there was despair at their reduced social situation and the ignominy
of having to bear the tag of 'coolie'.

The tradition of expression of longing for the lost homeland one could argue is a leitmotif virtually with
this diaspora of Indian indentured labour now available as not merely a memory text with the present
generation of its descendants. A veritable example may be found in the contemporary Fijian poet Sudesh
Mishra who uses the Bidesia tradition, associated with longing for the beloved in Indian literatures, to
express a longing for the lost homeland in his.

The Time is Out of Joint (2002), "The monsoon clouds are gathered, O Rama/But in which place dwells
the stranger?' This diasporic perception of the homeland is what Uma Parmeswaran calls 'diaspora
consciousness" and this is usually nurtured through the generations by various modes - oral family
histories, Indian religious texts, Indian myths, literary texts and now cinema and television. The result
thus is a hyphenated identity the diasporics have carried with them down the years in distant new lands.*
This nostalgia is an underscoring trope that is indissolubly linked, affixed, entrenched with the image of
India, which through the passage of time successive generation/descendants been re- imaged, cast,
moulded and planted like a flag in the new country. The point is this consciousness though expresses itself
differently and is more, or less immediate, depending on generational difference and distancing in time.

The forced diaspora was followed by voluntary migrations to these countries by small-time entrepreneurs
who followed the imperial flag in search of trade. This marks the transformation of the constitution of the
Indian diaspora from labour to the petty bourgeoisie. After the end of Empire, the Africanization
programmes of several countries on the African continent and the covert and overt racism practised in
the Caribbean islands, led large sections of Indians there to once again migrate, this time to either the
'mother' country Britain or to Canada In this context, it would be worthwhile to note that the story of race
in the original sense is the Manichean opposition of Black and White, analyzed by Frantz Fanon and
Edward Said. 10 In India the brown races occupied the position of the Blacks, although they were often
called the natives as well.’

In the African/Caribbean spaces the opposition was between the White colonizers and the Africans/Afro-
Caribbeans. The diasporic brown Black races complicated the situation and were in time treated as colonial
elite by the Europeans and hence earned the ire of the Blacks, who thought of them as colonial stooges.
This situation was compounded by the economic power the Indian diasporic people began to acquire. This
after decolonization led first to discrimination and then, as in Uganda, to expulsion of the descendants of
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the indentured Indian labourers and traders. The expelled Indians and those who voluntarily left the
African/Caribbean countries, once again did not exercise the option to return to India. The reasons this
time being materialistic rather than related to caste.

The postcolonial Indian diaspora, which began in the late 1940s, has its own ways of re-creating, re-
imaging the homeland. This diaspora of the 1940s though anticipating the later postcolonial diasporas, has
a point of contiguity in labour, this time though as a result of the massive military and civilian casualties
during the Second World War. However, the need for such labour was this time at the erstwhile colonial
centre, rather than at its peripheries.

At first it was skilled and semi-skilled labourers from India who went to Britain but they were soon
followed in the 1950s and 60s by professionals, especially doctors and nurses, that Britain needed for its
newly inaugurated utopian project of the National Health Service, which marks the beginnings of the
postcolonial Indian diaspora. This postcolonial diaspora took yet another turn in the 1970s with a large
number of Indian students flocking to American universities and then staying on to make America their
new home. This diasporic location was soon augmented by newer locations such as Canada (which of
course also has its older Indian diaspora).
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RUSHDIE
ABSTRACT

The social mechanisms individuals use to understand themselves
as part of a social group. Because different socio-cultural and
literary perspectives have conflicting notions of “self,” whether
reality is determined culturally, politically, or both becomes
important to evaluate how these views are presented and
represented through voices in novel form. The paper looks at the
ways Salman Rushdie approaches and views identity as mediated
and misrepresented by socio-political and cultural institutions of
power in his novels.

It becomes convenient for educational systems, political advocates,
and custodians of culture whose logic is... Oppression, regardless
of the corrosive attitudes and practices it engenders, is expected
and almost acceptable as human behaviour. It should come as no
surprise to writers and scholars that these behaviours find adequate
spaces to incubate; advances and disciplines in the technological
field being no exception.

The circumstances appear to provide profitable situations for
power, where a critical awareness of the destruction to ourselves
and the environment is ignored. It is not in the interest of the
oppressive forces and those in the dominant position in social
hierarchy to affect or put into practice critical perspectives. Rather,
the domestic and public realities of those lowest on the social
strata, and the existence of stratums, are likely.

This cultural struggle and misunderstanding of identity might be
the case simply because it is through cultural and political tensions
that these identities are formed and fixed. The point here is that
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what is considered labelled identity might actually be social
reproductions

of attitudes and behaviours that are designed to culturally and
politically disrupt. In light of this socially divisive way of
constructing identities in opposition to one another, the question
becomes how people develop a new self-critical and socially
conscious attitude toward the normal cultural practices.

Keywords : Culture, perspectives, behavior, environment,

considered

Which people begin to question their self-constitution and by extension, question the authority of social
institutions as categories that hope to impose identities. The characteristic of these categories that should
come under heavy scrutiny is their claim to represent the 'truth' or knowledge based on the authority. The
questioning of authority and identifying the failures of social and political structures might begin through
concerning one's self with the outside the socially situated identities that are provided by politics, culture,
class, sex, race and so on.1

The space and dialogue made available to writers who critically engage these issues offer the opportunity
to view identity formation as being adequately or inadequately incorporated and represented in the world.
In this wayj, it is possible to look at identity not as absolute and uncompromising facts of society, but more
as imaginative constructs or ideas, that themselves undergo an evolutionary process. It is from this position
that readers begin to engage the work of Salman Rushdie, whose body of writing it seems, aims at
criticizing aspects of identity and society that are terrifyingly abject, irrelevant, but to which people
maintain a strong emotional attachment so that it is difficult to understand one's self outside the meanings
and definitions that society has provided.

The problem with identity, as it is read in Rushdie's novels, is that the notion of liberty and freedom is
founded upon network of laws and an association with a centralized, but conflicting idealism. This means
that those who are not associated with or reflect any similarity to a politicized identity, like an American-
ness for example are regarded as dispossessed and alien to the concept of freedom. To be American is to
be free. While the logic may come across as one that is simple and irrefutable, to designate a civilization
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wrought with contradictions is how it represents itself. Rushdie stirs this notion in his novel Fury when
the character Malik regards the modern accouchements of American society with some contempt.

In all of India, China, Africa and much of the southern American continent, those who had the leisure and
wallet for fashion-or more simply, in the poorer latitudes, for the mere acquisition of things would have
killed for the street merchandise of Manhattan, as also for the cast- off clothing and soft furnishings to be
found in the opulent thrift stores.?

Though the theoretical connections to the problems of internal social categories are not mentioned in this
quote from the text, the global implications are not to be denied. By identifying with the material
preoccupations of the upper echelons of American society, Rushdie underscores the consequences of
global and internal politics, classism, and racism and so on. Since the American has either assumed or
designated itself the moral, ethical, political centre of international identity, it is appropriate and justified
to evaluate how its socio-political practices continue to shape and determine the realities both within its
own systems and abroad.

Most of American contemporary media, social and political culture remains controversial and the
difficulty is increased when the understanding of racism, classism and so on dissolve into a national
identity; being construed as 'the way things should be.

No doubt it is ambitious argument to locate the fallacy in this perspective, but when the identity is
interwoven with an error and that error is perceived as fact, the romance and obsession with the fragments
might be too engrossing to detach readily. Yet, Rushdie is able to locate the tragic imperfection in the self-
conception of the cosmopolitanism that represents American- ness, or other global powers and institutions
for that matter.

In Fury Malik is able to notice how the attitudes of a consumer culture are condescending toward those
surviving at the lower end of the social ladder. The character says: “America insulted the rest of the
planet... by treating such bounty with the shoulder-shrugging casualness of the inequitably wealthy”.

The irony here is that though the character is able to identify the gross misappropriations of wealth and
obvious abuse of power, he is unable to separate himself from its influence. It is here that an interesting
tension emerges when the idea of liberalism comes to be represented by the image of America and other
dominant countries residing in a similar privileged position. With recognizing an identity and freedom
based on the association with privilege and the excess of cosmopolitanism comes the need to embrace the
conflict and the real exploitation of other groups. This becomes a supposed and accepted fact that maps
out and defines the socio-cultural and political situations of American society. The conflicted nature of
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such inclusiveness, as reflected through Malik becomes a distinctive characteristic, which itself becomes
a contrasting point of view when it comes to the notion of freedom, liberalism and identity. If countries
like America are actually the signs and symbols of freedom that their cultures claim to represent, then
questions and matters of identity should not be a frequently entertained dilemma.

The failure to successfully negotiate social relationships might not only be classified as a failure to engage
the issue of diversity, but might also be a purposeful method of not addressing the practices of exclusion.
Rushdie, through Malik, explains the failure and the limitations on perspective when the character begins
to epitomize the principles of consumerism and social indifference he previously rebuked. The novel says
that Malik became “This creature of his own imagining... born of his best self and purest endeavour, was
turning before his eyes into the kind of monster of tawdry celebrity he most profoundly abhorred”. Rushdie
is aware of the disorientation and general perplexities of the being involved or participating actively in a
society that defines itself by how it separated people and not sincere attempts at unification.

Although Rushdie's personal history and critical view on the cultural practices of India allow him to
understand cultural displacement as having positive features or outcomes, the right and ability to partake
in the discovery of a different way of thinking about the meaning of identity; one that finds itself
disassociated with partial perspectives and is more aligned with the power of imagination. The writing of
Midnight's Children for instance, Rushdie's first popular novel, becomes a radically different way of
understanding how national identities are more corrosive and suppresses human potential more than
cultivates possibilities.

The main character in the novel, Saleem, becomes the embodiment of Indian nationality being born at the
moment India receives independence. The character, however, quickly becomes an illusion of coherence,
which in turn becomes the metaphor for discrediting the idea of a national identity. Saleem is portrayed
as a character with many mental and physical abilities, but whose incapacity to understand himself and
the world around him prevents him from 'finding his voice' and realizing his potential to perform 'good
things' with his abilities. Saleem's impossible circumstance begins to represent the unlikelihood that a
national identity could be realized or fashioned from a society that embraces corrosive divisions. Jean M.
Kane in The Migrant Intellectual and the Body of History explains what Rushdie hopes to communicate
that the social philosophy of Western cultures in particular is a means of constituting and perpetuating the
ideals of self-ignorance. Kane says.

Saleem Sinai exemplifies this collective, revisionary, and somatic subject. Portraying his very existence
as miraculous and unsustainable, he continually asserts that he is physically decomposing as he relates his
tale. His conditions underscore the impossibility of the novel's imaginative and political project to fashion
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a nation from the diverse subcontinent. Saleem's fatalistic contention is finally realized when he
disintegrates as a result of this disease. His chronicle alone remains as the material container of national
meaning.3

Kane interprets the person, Saleem, as the diminutive and philosophical representation of the principles
embraced by a national identity. It becomes the demand of an individual's personal identity to coalesce or
be forgotten for the sake of nationalism. Kane argues that the immediate conflict is associated with the
juxtaposition. However, it is common practice of globally dominant cultures to impose such imaginative
dissimulation. Such social and political practice not only brings the delusion of national identity into the
discussion, but argues the unreliability of diametrically opposed social realities once thought to be
concrete and commonsense reasoning.

I. Salman Rushdie message for modern man : A forecast

Rushdie imagines the main character in Midnight's Children to meet the literal and specific demands of
the national imagination and the reasoning of modern governments. The attitudes, general principles and
group affiliations are centred and marked by a maternal connection to country. In short, your country's
constitution determines your identity. As a matter of fact, the difficulty of finding a person who does not
affiliate himself with maternal connections to social categories of his country reflects the difficulty of
articulating an identity that is not affected or determined by binary oppositions or social categorizations.

The material worlds that politics and culture engender rely heavily on its historical tendency to mark and
demark. And while in some cases it could be the best interest of society that identities assumed specific
and constructive functions, they appear to have equally negative effect. For one, and as mentioned before,
the thought of opposition holds a veil of ignorance, determines and embodies the social life of many. Kane
goes on to describe Saleem as the human that explodes with internal contradiction and is unable to manage
the demands or divergent principles of being a human being and nationalism. Kane writes:

Where [Saleem's] experience cannot fund a merging of nation, voice, and body, of personal memory and
cultural distance, the author assumes a romantic relationship to the body of the subcontinent. Saleem's
political ineffectiveness as an adult takes the form of emotional and physical impotence, as he cannot
overcome incestuous attachments to figures who represent a united India. It is in this context that the
narrator pits textual production against biological procreation as a superior method of national formation.*

Under this kind of pressure it is difficult, almost impossible, to imagine an identity that is able to properly
engage the internal conflicts and social contradictions that emerge from negotiating the desires and agenda
of nationalism and an identity apart from political identification.
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The success of political discourse thus far has been its ability to communicate, have influence over and
obscure the social factors and points of contradiction between self-understanding and the institutionalized
veil of ignorance.

In Midnight's Children, Saleem acknowledges the disparity between nationalism and the human condition
and why the conversation on the sociability of the human subject is one that is inundated with imaginative
references that are irreconcilable. Saleem says.

A human being, inside himself, is anything but a whole, anything but homogeneous; all kinds of
everywhichthing are jumbled up inside of him, and he is one person one minute and another, the next. The
body, on the other hand, is homogeneous as anything. Indivisible, a one- piece suit.’

The awareness and magnitude of this condition are far reaching in the fact that without having the capacity
to 'name' and interpret the political foregrounding precisely, an individual remains internally conflicted,
but externally understands the self as 'one-piece' suit participant with particular but limited individual
interests.

Looking at Malik from Fury and Saleem from Midnight's Children readers come to notice how Rushdie
identifies the real and profound limitations of identities that are an imperative or necessary part of power
dynamics in the relationship between the self and the political world.

The limitations and problems with identity continue to be the factor that decides and determines the ways
in which the political forces designate entire groups and the nature of the relationships between them as
well. For example, when the discourse and identity of the dominant group is considered, which inarguably
would be the white population of America; it is known that the privilege of their position allows the social
and territorial marking of their own. Because of this position of privilege and influence, the white
population if America understands and engages “otherness” according to the categories of exclusion of
which they are not a part. While the main focus here is how the social practices within cosmopolitan and
so-called democratic society affect groups in a general way, it helps to ascertain the point where such
systemic anomaly is located.
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! SISTT IRIER ABSTRACT
TorreTefl, oG fasE, 3R wElT TvsiwR wRaraeT (Introduction):
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3TSTTE IMAG R AP, FEIfaerery, faesr Ny & smazgear st 21
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YRA B ARy Ny & RaRuRe &1 99 & 9 IoHRe e

IRa a1 fager Aifd & fMuke a7 (Determinating Factors of India’s Foreign Policy)

St 9L g9 & weal H, UoETie uRERie, diifors ReIfd &R smarele srgva Wk fager ifg & fAmfor
# oM a<d 2 2|11 9RA 91 gy Y & fmier # fr a<al 7 anre fean 8t

YR TG O & oR—IG Gav THI—9899 TR gRafdd 8 J2 2 | g &R & 9Rd @) A= darert 9 9=
D G Ga 9 DT YA fhar 2|

(1) AMfers a<a :

el Y <o ) faqe N & feRor § driifos @ weaget gfier fra 81 &, g afER & 9l ¥,
"SI A BT A A6 GREAT BT 8 Al SAdI MURYT g wU F AHIfoe O ¥ gem dRal B I
oo ETaTe 7 W U R der o b, fER <o @ facwr iy swe e g1 fRiRa g 71 S
SR TR @ Yg Seol@Hd © b, "FHsid dis S Idhd &, AR W ThdReT T &1 ST Fhal 8,
R A 370 RIBR BT FEPR U Y&l © |7 9Ra B faeer Afd & MgRor § 4R & R wlRrn
# S9! faRiy Rty dem - & Hell g8 WRd &1 Arfad iR g ARl &1 faviy e &7 2 |
feg AEMR # YRd &1 9a¥ g91 f2d I8 2 & 98 wWd=, @ Wi &1 &5 91 2 | wRA uRaed,
IR g faRIY w9 IRAT GReT 381 W R 2|

(2) Tef R :

fgdr fowa g5 & uearq fava <1 e Yolare oiR ARyare # der gorm of | §9 aFi # Y #- e &
HROT T g e T AT| 9RA 7 57 AT T ¥ AT IJHR MU AMUD! [CRUET 27 3T | [eRuerar
B! R 9RT BT ST YTl & Fey FeaRY BT BRI PR ARSI TAMG BT HF BRI H ABTIAT dll o |

(3) faaRuRmRT &1 y91a :

qRA P fa<er T & ARy # eMe OaRyRRI &1 < yWg ® | J8TcT Tl & a1fd 3R 3 «®
amenRa TTefrard) faRyRT & wRd @7 fagyr iy wfad § 1 R d@feu™ @ aRT 51 F o9 AIfT &
fcore ol | fagy T & Rk 7 9@ g W 2| g9 & sl H, Rl & enfadrg |7 <9 @l
g R feemar f6 favg # enfa weiar 9 wenfd & Aol 8, 7 & efeid 16T 999 | | IR 6B
TE g 2 b ag faRrel uell & 1ol W8 3iR S9H Aoy &1 &1l & | AeTeH el & srfaRad wiRa ot
fader Nf iiaw g8 ok srela @ <ifdw, srper SR Rrareh @1 dfRwEr erfa<, SR iR U4, T, ™

& AFadare faart 9 ff wfad g

(4) anfd® @<a :
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Bl ® 3R YR &7 fager N &1 &0 I8 81" R & IS R &I YR & 28—l 3R 3Rerm |
R T RT E— 9 BT rgvear iR gRem e sRemft Iy Ra 2— w@ren, faceh 4o, qaia
f®Td, SFaT @ Siias WX $I ST Ud e TG onf |

(8) AfETRIS UTFRIT ¢

IRT BT 3TN I WPl 3R i 81 wRa @ N |@aa f<afa & g1 Ra 3 {50 R <
W Y I B BT WA el [$ar| I8 Uerfie tRART 9Ra &) aaae facer i § v w9 9
T ST FEHA 2] R B 9w T @ e fRwad: S e, @Eaa ok |fewar @ S arEe
IR s @1 < 2 |

(0) Suf~awr :

RN AT el qe faesll wfdd & o= 87 & HRU R DI I§ b AgHd © [P faaeh =
<Y & [P & Y 9gd gIfMeRe 8Idl & | Al 9Rd o W@d— 81 & ygar e WREHE <wr 4§
AT SRl Bl Ul AT U @ | IR # S, A1SUd, AReI, 3TeuiiRal, oifdan, [rffaar
S AT BT T BT FYad Tedd H Fad FH 57 | 9RT 7 A H el bl b1 aRaR
ERT AUARN S dTell 98 @1 AT &1 &g Tl & & |

(10) fazg wnfsa & ufa giesr:
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U, 8% 71 17 AT, 1949 DI Plafgar faeafdenaa (evrien) # waifq axd gy wel o1, "favg i
BT AFARYN Bl [l IST Wl AAaT e & A1 Fell el 8N ax fdarayqel el H W= giedvl
YT, AT SR BT FITADT ATKRISE R FIT-AAT BT TR RG], TSI WGHTG Bl G BT AT
g IR U FRERAT BT R BT IR Bl [ Ny & J7=7 3erR & |7

IRA &1 fager Afd & v g (Main Principles of India’s Foreign Policy) wRa @1 fager iy

& g Rrgra Feferfad 22

(1) e fRYsrar (Non & Alignment) :
e TPRYETAT AT Srer=iar 9IRd B faeer Ay o1 [t qe<ayel iR fAder g ¢ |

FAHRIAD wU A e FRUAT & a0 2 U Wl faas Afd, SRR Fw=i 7 |iha IR, I1d
A B D UGN & AER W A TAT IR & IS Bl & R W) [0 &g | ToRS
Y ¥ I9HT A B— W9 gg il den wifad Ioifa | §R @A | UH. U, 9 & wedl o, faeiwaan
TAT THRIAS w0 W e FRUAT HT 37 IoHIfad a1 A ARl & SRAIBid, FeRIAS w0 A 3HH
el T v & oMl & QMR WR S B 1 IT ORIl JMIgIdhdT B, SRS FRmell IR “ded Aot
ST [ FRUSTAr BT I BT 31 FHRIHD & AT Ol el AR AT & IHD! TRl 3R FHef
PRAT AT AT SIS T SRR 8 IHD! SMArT TG =T HAT | 3P e # U IR 6. 8%
F el o &, Al WA=r BT &4 BN, <Y1 PI &N BN 3¥dT Pl MMHAY BN Al g8l &4 7 dl AT
T TE AHd © R 7 wfawy # qewer 2|

(2) ATHTSIaIE T SUfaREe &1 fa)ig Qpposition to Imperialism and colonialism) :

fafeer wmaTSgare & M ARG AT @ RV I URMRA I8T| 37 S9D foly AErddre b1 AR
HRAT WHId 2 | U 98% o gded (Brussels) # e d=ied H ®81 o7 &b, "AHSIAR & [9%g WRd Bl
FEY J1H Udh I THRAT el © | SFhT AT 91T ds et IR T 2 | favg & fay off w1 & amarsvare
BT ARG IRA Bl SRABR ¢ | IR & oY FHEIaE & [dog Aoy Sliga—9cg &l 9% ¢ |

(3) TIaTEY Wewa &1 fa’r Opposition to Racial Discrimination) :

RA T AT @ T § fIvar Ear @ qn fR ) R & AN | 4eWd BT U WY 9 faR

HIAT B | 3TN A=l F Ul WRA 7 SRy 3mpleT @ wonfa i (Apartheid) &1 Ny @ favg
YT A H GRIER Y8 Y IO @1 © | IR Uoifa fade @1 gar R AR ar fd se <l
MBIDT & T YT TSRS FHe drs ford o |

(4) \meEl @ gEaT1 Purity of Means) :

qRT B fager N sraRare iR smfas 27 8 | 9Rd &1 fager iy werem o & 59 Rigra 9 wwifaa
WE 2 b T Bad S e ST Wiftg & e ) ufds B9 @1fev | wRa Gfge & a9 IV § Y
T Afa—frdere fagrl 9 o/, 51 § "1 F8T AT 2
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(1) RIS 2= R grew sifgly &1,

(i) N @ 9 gl iR FEHEEYl Gl B a9 R [ B

(ili)  |fed @l &, Udh—geR 9 JFIERI # rRIsEr fafdy ok af gwmi & ufdr smex 9gm @,
(iv) SR fAarei & AemRerar gRT Mue™ & fog dicared <9 safe &1 Uae & |

(5) u=refial (Panchsheel) :

U 98% F 9Rd @I fdqwr T P PGS AMER TS BRI & folg deriier’ Rigr o1 ufcrare fear| 3 u=
g A9 & for)l @R I 2, S frefaRag 8

(1) TH—GEN B W% Rgvesdr IR \died 91 @ foly URWRE FHF @ W1aT,
(i1) SThATT,

(ili) TP B ATARS Al H EXANT T BT,

(iv)  FAFCT T IRERS A,

(v)  enfaqel wE—aiRad |
(6) wgaa gy o fawa wfa & fog wwei= $upport for U.N.O. and World Peace) :

qRA GgFT AMEHT b G el H U © | IR F AHIRDT ARTed H 9T foram o der wgead
RMEHT & e R BRER [HY | 9 F AP AN dP ARA - GYad I qAT GAY AR
TRl & fordT—daral T |aRde fhar § den guH Afhadr | 9T forar g1 °. 8w & fawar e 9,
"B WY IrgHE & 3T g fava @t dweaer T8 eR Had |4

(7) TR fawa & @ wan Qolidarity with the Third World) :

4. g% MR WA=l ®I URRT @ I+ & foy va wewayel Rerfa Ad o | gaferg S84 wlRrm 4
T TT GRET R YT &4 fQar| a8 H J8] fAaR ABia—URRITE Udhdl &1 SfaeReT & wd 4§ bR
BT | AR fqeg &7 Snfv o fadrd &1 SfaeRvm are § S Y W qeil [Aerasiial i &1 sraeRon
g9 TS | 7 FHARR, 1946 BT G. 8w 7 3O WIYUT § HET, "9 URRT H I8 dTel © a1 YRMET & oRT sl
BT VLT TN W AP Aape T Aweaw 217 (We are of Asia and People of Asia are nearer to us

them others-)

@) =+t @ wrr fAmar Eriendship with all) :

R DI A T & |qrey 2 SR AFar &7 8 | IRa Argardl 3R Yoliarel al Q=i & |re HyYR A
GAT FARAT B | IR A TSI qui & |y ) fEar @ A iRl 71 IRd 7 uifheae 9§ fAsarget
T G B AU e IR ardiy @Y | FHSiAT TR, ARk a¥ AT, JIFRT aral (3reet fagmy aroriy
IR SRS PRG & A7) TG el & | ~TUTed, STAe TAT SeADb O BIC KT & ATARS AHA H
PH— T e} fhar afed onfdie AERIdT Sdr SHdT 3Nfe Faven dI ReR 99 &1 W fhar 2|
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(0) ¥Ra & i f&dl R amenRa a1 facw i Independent Foreign Policy) :

(based upon National Interest of India) :

IRA 71 fUse auf § qc fFRuaar @ S wd= Y Ul & 9T MR I fRd 71 39 AIfd A
ool &1 MR BRA T SITHTH TAT Wa=Idl ® U IR Udhe Pl & | 78 ol &7 I8 R d&l
o o5 el Y Uo7 # wfaford 8F A AR 9Ifdd e ¥ WeIar U< $RAT WG A8l 8 b | $HD
faRad R IR fRal &7 e § ga fesdl Reafd &1 omoe W’ OR Siied 9 a1 S U9 &
foU o 3¢ feey W us ufery o e |

(10) fr-eraRT &1 |7F Support for Disarmament) :

IR I YBR & IRA B 8FS Xicb+l DT qHAD 8 | §b o0 Sl IR &1 S %6 € d 5 &1 3R St
T g T S I R A 9 | dadt FIrAaRr € SRS e & g3 91 bl & |

frerEaRor & AR T g9 IR A B ST A T et BT fAerd 8 GhdT © | IR A eREieRor
ERT 90T &9 & UeT § 8 | 9Rd BT 8 NAM <9 & f:ereiionr RReR S=es &I o <9 # &R

BT TN 9gd A%l Y&l T |

IRA B fae AT 999 & AFAR Faerd! 8l 8, SADT DR g H [bd JPR Bl ARBR 8 | 9Rd & QR
Td RY & < S AT AlGaacTd GO STRIBIV TR ARRT 8, raH aRa a1 dra=m a9t <= & |qrg

FaeIRe g Agifasd 2 |5

GEGEG IR

TEl Y. 258
IEl 7. 258
TEl . 262
TEl Y. 265

LA A
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1 ey R ABSTRACT
ToTETeff, FHTSTIIRS, HERTST BT < S
gorgrs, frafsaeE, B ([.9) T e

9GP AG—ATd B,

P .
<t g yere Wit A9 PEl exAl BT a9 qB
UTEATY S, AATSTITS {9, i ®ef 59 99 @
YeIHAT Dlciol 3ih TadTeld =
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A 1 BN BlTsd
05/02/2025
"oy T8 HH NI |
Paper date Publishing Date
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DOI
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Lokmata Ahilyabai Holkar: A Beacon of Women’s
Self-Respect and Societal Awakening

'Prof. Sushma Chaudhary ABSTRACT
'Malwa Institute of Science and Women’s self-respect is the cornerstone of gender
Management, Indore (M.P) equality and societal progress. Throughout history, many
. women leaders have challenged patriarchal norms, but
Paper Reevied date Lokmata Ahilyabai Holkar stands out as an
05/02/2025 extraordinary figure who not only ruled with wisdom and
Paper date Publishing Date strength but also uplifted women’s dignity. As the ruler
14/02/2025 of the Malwa kingdom (1767—-1795), she implemented
DOI progressive policies that fostered economic stability,

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo. 14931646 legal rights, and social empowerment, while also
challenging oppressive traditions such as Sati. At a time
when women were largely confined to domestic roles,
she emerged as a beacon of women’s self- respect and
societal awakening, proving that leadership is not
defined by gender but by vision, justice, and compassion.

Ahilyabai Holkar’s reign was a testament to ethical
governance and inclusive leadership. She established a
just and transparent legal system, ensuring that women,
widows, and marginalized communities received fair

treatment and protection. Her economic policies

5,924 , mo et .

encouraged women’s participation in trade, agriculture,
and cottage industries, fostering financial independence.
Recognizing the power of education, she supported
women’s learning and provided opportunities for
intellectual and spiritual growth. Her dedication to
cultural preservation was evident in her extensive temple
restoration projects across India, reaffirming her role as
a patron of heritage and spirituality.
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Introduction:

Her governance was marked by compassion, wisdom,
and resilience, setting a precedent for progressive
leadership. By promoting self-respect among women,
she not only empowered them during her time but also
laid the foundation for future generations of reformers
and women leaders. This paper explores her unparalleled
contributions to governance, social justice, and cultural
preservation, emphasizing how she remains a guiding
light for women’s empowerment and societal
transformation even centuries after her reign.

Keywords: Ahilyabai Holkar, women’s empowerment,
just governance, social reform, Malwa kingdom, Indian
history, temple restoration, ethical leadership, self-
respect, societal awakening.

“A woman’s strength is not in her silence, but in her ability to rise above adversity.”

Maharani Ahilyabai Holkar stands as an enduring symbol of women’s empowerment, justice,
and visionary leadership in Indian history. At a time when societal norms dictated that women
remain confined within domestic spheres, she shattered conventions and emerged as one of the
greatest rulers in Indian history. Her reign was characterized by social welfare, economic
progress, religious tolerance, and an unwavering commitment to justice.

“She rose, a queen, with wisdom bright,

A guiding star in Malwa’s night.

With justice firm and heart so wide,

She ruled with love, the people’s guide.”

These lines aptly capture the essence of Ahilyabai’s reign, where governance was not just an
exercise of power but a sacred duty towards her people. Born in 1725 in Chaundi, Maharashtra,
Ahilyabai was chosen by destiny to lead the Malwa kingdom after the tragic loss of her husband,
Khanderao Holkar, and later her father-in-law, Malhar Rao Holkar.
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Despite opposition, she rose to power and ruled for nearly three decades, transforming Malwa into
a prosperous and just kingdom.

Ahilyabai Holkar’s governance was founded on the principles of righteousness, self- discipline,
and an unwavering commitment to the welfare of her people. Unlike many rulers who focused
solely on military expansion, she dedicated herself to infrastructure development, trade
promotion, and ensuring a just legal system. Her reign was a beacon of progressive governance,
promoting religious harmony, economic reforms, and social justice.

Her contributions extended beyond administration. Ahilyabai played a crucial role in restoring
India’s sacred heritage, taking it upon herself to rebuild temples and sacred sites destroyed during
foreign invasions. Her dedication to spirituality and cultural revival remains unparalleled, with her
temple restoration projects standing as testaments to her enduring vision.

In an era when women were often considered weak and incapable of leadership, Ahilyabai proved
that governance is not about gender but about wisdom, courage, and compassion. Her reign (1767—
1795) marked a new era in Indian history—one where justice and inclusivity thrived under the rule
of a powerful yet benevolent queen. Even centuries later, her legacy continues to inspire women’s
empowerment and societal progress.

Objectives of the Study:

1. To analyse Ahilyabai Holkar’s contributions to governance and administration.
2. To evaluate her role in women’s empowerment and social justice.

3. To examine her legacy in infrastructure development and temple restoration.

4. To highlight her impact on modern leadership and governance principles.

Methodology:
This research paper is based on secondary data obtained from historical texts, research articles,
biographies, and scholarly analyses of Ahilyabai Holkar’s reign.

Governance: A Model of Ethical Leadership:

Ahilyabai Holkar’s administration was founded on the principles of justice, inclusivity, and
welfare. Her governance model ensured peace, economic stability, and progressive social policies,
making Malwa one of the most prosperous regions of the time.
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Justice and Administrative Excellence:

Ahilyabai was renowned for her fair and transparent justice system. Unlike many rulers who
delegated judicial responsibilities, she personally heard grievances from her subjects, ensuring that
justice was served without bias. Historical records show that she was accessible to all, irrespective
of caste, gender, or economic status.

“If any wrongdoing occurs, do not be afraid to approach me, for I am the mother of my people.”

This statement reflects her belief in governance as a maternal duty—one of care, protection, and
fairness. She was deeply committed to upholding justice, often intervening in legal matters to
ensure that the poor and marginalized were not exploited by the wealthy elite.

Her administration was known for swift and fair decision-making. She appointed judges based
on merit, not birth right, ensuring that the judicial system remained free from corruption and
favoritism. Unlike many rulers who prioritized the interests of the nobility, Ahilyabai’s court was
open to the common people, reinforcing her role as a just and accessible leader.

Economic and Infrastructure Development:

Recognizing the importance of economic prosperity, Ahilyabai implemented policies that
encouraged agriculture, trade, and commerce. She reduced taxes for farmers during difficult
seasons and provided incentives for traders, ensuring that Malwa remained a thriving economic

hub.

Infrastructure was another key aspect of her reign. She constructed roads, wells, rest houses
(dharamshalas), and forts to improve connectivity and security. Her contributions helped lay the
foundation for long-term economic stability in the region. She personally oversaw the
construction of numerous public works projects, ensuring that they served the common people
effectively.

She believed that economic growth should benefit all citizens, not just the elite. Her
administration provided financial aid to struggling businesses and encouraged the development
of cottage industries, which gave women and marginalized communities opportunities for
financial independence.

Religious and Cultural Patronage:

Ahilyabai’s contributions extended beyond governance; she played a crucial role in restoring
India’s sacred heritage. After the destruction of many temples during foreign invasions, she took
it upon herself to restore them, ensuring their architectural and spiritual revival.
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Notable temple reconstructions include:

o Kashi Vishwanath Temple (Varanasi)

e Somnath Temple (Gujarat)

e Vishnupad Temple (Gaya, Bihar)

e Numerous ghats along the Ganges, including those in Varanasi and Ujjain.

She once said:
“Temples are not just stones and walls; they are the spirit of our civilization.”

Her deep spiritual inclination and commitment to religious tolerance made her a beloved leader
among Hindus, Jains, and other religious communities.

Ahilyabai Holkar’s reign remains an exemplary model of ethical governance, where justice,
prosperity, and social welfare were prioritized. Her legacy continues to inspire leaders, reformers,
and citizens alike, demonstrating that true leadership is rooted in service, vision, and compassion.

Women’s Empowerment and Social Reforms:

One of Ahilyabai Holkar’s most significant contributions was her challenge to patriarchal norms.
At a time when women were largely relegated to domestic roles, she demonstrated that women
were equally capable of governance and leadership.

Ensuring Justice and Legal Rights for Women:

As aruler, Ahilyabai Holkar was known for her fair and unbiased judicial system. She personally
presided over cases and ensured that women received equal justice, protection against
exploitation, and fair treatment.

Unlike many rulers of her time, she empowered women legally by:

e Punishing those who engaged in violence against women.
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e Allowing women to present cases in court, an uncommon practice in the 18th century.

e Creating a system where women could inherit and manage property.

By doing so, she laid the early foundation for gender justice in India, centuries before legal
frameworks formally recognized women's rights.

Challenging Traditional Gender Roles:

In the 18th century, Indian society largely viewed women as subordinate to men, restricting their
roles to household duties. Ahilyabai Holkar challenged these norms by assuming the throne after
the untimely death of her husband, Khanderao Holkar. Despite opposition from conservative
factions, she proved that women could lead with the same—if not greater— efficiency and
wisdom as men.

Her rule broke stereotypes about women’s capabilities, sending a strong message that women were
not just caretakers of homes but also capable of leading kingdoms, economies, and societies.

Widow Empowerment and Social Welfare

After losing her husband at a young age, Ahilyabai refused to commit Sati, the then-prevalent
custom of widow immolation. Instead, she chose to lead and serve her people. Her stance against
Sati and her encouragement of widow remarriage set a progressive example.

She also worked for the welfare of the underprivileged, constructing shelters, hospitals, and
schools to provide equal opportunities for all.

Education and Artistic Revival

Women’s Education and Economic Independence

Recognizing that education was the key to women’s self-respect, Ahilyabai Holkar promoted
learning centers, Sanskrit schools, and informal education programs for girls at a time when female
literacy was extremely low.

Additionally, she took bold economic measures to ensure that women were financially
independent. She:

o Encouraged women to participate in trade and artisanal work.

Volume 02 ISSUE 02, FEBRUARY-2025 Page No. 45




E-ISSN No: 2456-6713 Print ISSN No: 3048-6459

@ International Educational Applied Research Journal

IEAR]

I International Educational
Applied Research Journal

Peer-Reviewed Journal-Equivalent to UGC Approved Journal

A Multi-Disciplinary Research Journal

e Provided land and financial support to widows so they could sustain themselves.

o Ensured that women were given opportunities in public service and administration.

These efforts not only uplifted countless women during her reign but also set a precedent for
future reforms in women's education and economic empowerment. Understanding the power of
education, Ahilyabai encouraged learning among both men and women. She patronized scholars,
poets, and artists, ensuring that Malwa remained a centre of intellectual and cultural activity.

She believed:
"A nation flourishes when knowledge is cherished and shared."

Her vision for education, though ahead of its time, resonates even today as a guiding principle for
societal growth.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance:

Ahilyabai Holkar’s legacy remains an inspiration for leaders, administrators, and social reformers.
She demonstrated that governance is not about power but about service, that justice should be
blind to gender and class, and that societal progress requires the active participation of women.

Her contributions were so profound that even the British, known for their reluctance to
acknowledge Indian rulers, praised her reign. Sir John Malcolm, a British administrator, wrote:

"The reign of Ahilyabai was the golden age of Malwa."
Her life stands as a testament to the power of wisdom, justice, and compassion in leadership.
Ahilyabai Holkar’s Role in Societal Awakening:

Ahilyabai Holkar’s reign did not just benefit women; it transformed society as a whole. Her
policies and actions challenged deeply entrenched patriarchal norms and inspired future
movements for social reform.

Setting an Example for Future Women Leaders:

Her success as a ruler inspired generations of women in India to pursue leadership roles in politics,
governance, and social activism. Women like Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi, Sarojini Naidu, Indira
Gandhi, and Kiran Bedi followed in her footsteps, fighting for women’s equality and social justice.

Influencing Reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Jyoti Rao Phule:
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Ahilyabai’s progressive policies had a lasting impact on Indian social reform movements.
Reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy (who fought against Sati) and Jyoti Rao Phule (who
championed women's education) were influenced by the values she upheld during her reign.

Inspiring Contemporary Women’s Movements:

Today, Ahilyabai Holkar’s legacy resonates with modern feminist movements in India. Her
emphasis on education, economic independence, and legal rights aligns with the goals of
contemporary organizations fighting for gender equality.

Women leaders in various fields—from politics to business, arts to activism—cite her as an
inspiration for their journey toward self-respect and empowerment.

Conclusion:

“A ruler is remembered not by their wealth or power, but by the legacy of justice and kindness
they leave behind.”

Lokmata Ahilyabai Holkar was not just a queen; she was a visionary, a mother to her people, and
an agent of transformation. She defied societal norms to establish a just and prosperous rule,
leaving behind a legacy that continues to inspire generations. Her reign exemplifies the power of
ethical leadership, social responsibility, and the crucial role of women in nation- building.

Her legacy is not just etched in the annals of history but in the hearts of those who believe in justice,
compassion, and service. She was a rare leader who ruled with her heart and mind in perfect
harmony, ensuring that governance was not about dominance but about the welfare of her subjects.
Her rule stands as a golden chapter in Indian history, proving that a woman’s leadership can be as
effective, just, and transformative as any other.

Even today, her contributions serve as a blueprint for good governance and women's
empowerment. From the temples she rebuilt to the policies she implemented, her influence
continues to guide modern leadership. Her life reminds us that true leadership is about selfless
service, and her legacy remains immortal in the history of India.

“She ruled with grace, with wisdom bright,
Her name shall shine in history’s light.”
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